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By ARTHUR

MWANSA
THE Zambia National
Women’s Lobby
(ZNWL) has joined
Government and other
civil society
organisations in
supporting the
candidature of Dr Inonge
Mbikusita-Lewanika for
the position of African
Union (AU) Commission

chairperson.
Dr Lewanika, who is
also Zambia’s

ambassador to the United
States of America (USA),
has been nominated by
the Zambian
government to stand for
the position of AU
Commission chairperson
in Addis Ababa next
January.

In an interview in

Lusaka last Thursday,
ZNWL executive director,
Rollen Mukanda said it was

encouraging that
Government had decided to
support Dr Mbikusita-

Lewanika to contest the
position of AU Commission
chairperson because she
was experienced and
qualified for the job.

Dr Mbikusita-Lewanika is
also one of the founder
members of the ZNWL.

“Government’s decision
has motivated the Lobby.
We want to publicly declare
our support for Dr Lewanika.
She is not only qualified but

articulate,” Ms Mukanda
said.
She said: “This is so

encouraging. We call upon
Government to highlight
some of these events to
show that we are making

LEWANIKA.
progress in trying to fulfil
the 30 per cent Southern
Africa Development
Community (SADC) target
or 50 per cent Africa Union
(AU) threshold for female
representation at all levels
of decision making.”

Ms Mukanda said the
Lobby would soon embark

on a countrywide
campaign for Dr
Lewanika.

She also called on
womer in the region to
rally behind Dr
Lewanika because her
work would not only
benefit Zambian women
but the entire continent.

“Ms Lewanika has
also served on a number
of international bodies
where she has been
outstanding. We will
also write to the SADC
heads of state through
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to lobby for their
support for Dr
Lewanika,” Ms
Mukanda said.

She said the Lobby
would also embark on
monthly media
discussions to sensitise

the public on the importance
of supporting qualified and
capable women to take up top
jobs.

Ms Mukanda also said the
nomination of Dr Mbikusita-
Lewanika for the position of
AU Commission chairperson
should be an encouragement
to young women.

“Dr Mbikusita-Lewanika is
a role model to young women.
We also want to support the
idea of sending a delegation
to Addis Ababa during the
elections to lobby the heads
of state to support this

courageous woman (Dr
Lewanika),” she said.
Ms Mukanda also

commended Government for
its decision, saying the
nomination was one of the
best things Government had
done for Zambians, in a long
time.




