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The President of the World Bank, Mr. Paul D. Wolfwitz,    and officials from the World Bank, our own Yvonne Chaka Chaka, Your Excellencies, Ambassadors and Heads of Mission, Colleagues and partners from the Host Government, participants from the Private and Commercial Sector, participants from NGOs, Faith-based Organizations, Civil Society and all the warriors against Malaria.

I am happy to share a few words about the “successes” we have seen in Zambia in the fight against Malaria.  Yes, we are witnessing some successes: after three decades of steadily rising malaria rates, we have finally turned the corner. Annual malaria incidence rates seen at our health facilities are decreasing from a high of over 400 per thousand to below 350; case fatality rates also are beginning to show a decline. 

But “success” is a tricky word. Sometimes “success” is being able to acknowledge the existing challenges.  Our real success has been to create an environment of transparency and accountability to enable a frank appraisal of our weakness, and create true partnerships with the private and commercial sectors, NGOs and the vast networks of civil society.  

Our commercial partners range from the very large, agricultural and mining sector groups, who acknowledge that malaria control benefits the bottom line, that supporting treatment and prevention services in the communities where they operate makes good business sense.  But I am also excited by the partnerships with small and micro-enterprise networks who work to empower the smallest businesses – the woman selling tomatoes on the corner – to protect meager assets, herself and her family from the dual scourges of HIV and Malaria.  We have had successes in partnerships with civil society.  Through an NGO umbrella organization, the Zambia Malaria Foundation, we have engaged numerous church groups, community and youth groups with the knowledge and resources (such as insecticide treated mosquito nets) to join  the efforts against malaria.  

I need to make special mention of the Youth.  As many of you know, this weekend there will be the Global Youth Leadership Summit at the United Nations in New York.  The theme will be accelerating the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  As those of us of a certain age know full well – the youth can run much faster and they are key to the next generation.  Youth are our key to success. We are setting goals for 2010.  A girl, now 15, just starting to develop her own place in the world will be 20, may likely be the mother of one or even two children.  As we empower our youth against HIV, we can also provide the knowledge and access to resources to empower them and their young children against malaria.

If I may, let me say a few more words on how we will achieve our shared vision of a malaria-free future. 

TREATMENT

Reducing the “Time To Effective Treatment” directly saves lives; early disease recognition by caretakers, and prompt treatment with an effective drug is paramount.   Zambia was one of the first in Africa to change the national drug policy to the life-saving Artemisinin-based combination drugs.  We needed partnership from the donors and commercial sector to help pay for this, and partnerships between the health sector and civil society to ensure even the most remote, the poorest and disenfranchised members of society have access to appropriate, quality care, in both the public and private sectors. 

MALARIA DURING PREGNANCY

Malaria does great harm to pregnant women and their unborn infants.  We have integrated malaria into our reproductive health services and to our youth empowerment efforts, to reach girls and boys , before they become young mothers and fathers:  that they understand that malaria does not have to be an accident, that through Intermittent Preventive Treatment and the use of Insecticide Treated Mosquito Nets, mothers and their unborn infants can be protected. 

INSECTICIDE TREATED MOSQUITO NETS AND INDOOR RESIDUAL SPRAYING

Prevention through mosquito control and the use of ITNs and IRS is the third pillar of the malaria control program. The Government of Zambia made a major contribution through the removal of tax and import duty on nets and insecticides.  Through partnerships with the Public Sector, the Commercial Sector International 

Organizations and NGOs, there has been a steady increase in access to ITNs.  Still, many Zambian families, especially the very poorest, the disenfranchised and those living in the more remote areas, do not have access to treated mosquito nets.   Likewise, through support from some of the mines, and sugar plantations, the World Bank, Global Fund and USAID we have been able to expand our use of Indoor Residual Spraying 
  

THE WAY FORWARD:

Government leaders and representatives of our society are elected to reflect our values, our concerns and our dreams.  Our traditional leaders do the same and have done so for centuries.  Malaria, for too long, has placed a terrible burden on our families, especially on the poor and vulnerable among us.  

Now, mid way through the first decade of this century we have an historic opportunity. With the commitment of our own governments, the World Bank, President Bush’s Malaria Initiative, Global Fund, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, this is truly the chance of a life-time.  We pledge increased transparence, accountability and partnership.   Already, Zambia is leading in the area of donor and partnership harmonization.  The improved economic management has assured our partners that all the resources can go in the national ‘Basket’.  These resources have been, and will continue to be accounted for. 

We pledge to work together for improved access to treatment, malaria preventive services for the pregnant woman, mosquito nets and Indoor Residual Spraying.  Together, we can realize our dream, and the dreams of our youth.  I urge my fellow ambassadors, and our colleagues here to seize this opportunity, that for so many, truly is the chance of a life time.

As we say in some of the Zambian languages, Zikomo Kwambili, (chinyanja), Twalumba kapati (chitonga), lu itumezi hahulu (silozi), Twatotela sana (chibemba), Thank you very much.

PAGE  
2

