WOMEN – PEACE PRODUCTION, MAINTAINANCE AND SECURITY


I am delighted to be part of this workshop on WomenLead in Promoting Peace and Stability.  Thank you for inviting me.  Let me start by thanking CEDPA, and its President and Chief Executive Officer, the staff, the Board and the partners of the organisation.


It is my pleasure to meet and network with Ms. Richardson.  She is the main reason for my accepting to give this Keynote address on an extremely busy  day and a heavily scheduled week.  Nevertheless, be assured that you have my undivided attention.  I am wholly here not only physically but in mind and heart – emotionally, socially, spiritually and intellectually. 


Secondly, it’s a special joy for me to be here because of you Women Leaders.  You are great.  You are Peace Producers, Peace Makers and Peace Providers.  The Security of our communities, nations and world is in your hands and hearts. 


You are also Mountain Movers, Shakers and, you do level the field thereby enabling all people to participate in Self and Human Development.  I take this opportunity to thank you, your sisters around the world, our mothers and, fore-mothers for all the contributions in opening doors for women.  These efforts have enhanced the status of women and their ever increasing participation in the Peace Processes, in Decision-Making and Leadership in general.  I do salute you women and hope we are all training our girls and boys to follow our footsteps and do even better.


In thanking and saluting you women leaders, I encourage and remind you that you are great, you are precious, critical and essential to the lives and survival of humankind.


The best way to encourage you is to remind you of who you are in case you have forgotten because of your heavy workloads and daily pressures. 


The World Known Manufacturer of human kind is authentically reported to have crafted and made all creation in the whole earth and universe.


On the first day, He made the heavens and the earth.  He saw that it was good.  Then he made light and darkness; the sun, moon, stars, etc.  He evaluated these projects and concluded that He had manufactured good things. The Manufacturer went on to create animal life on the land in the seas, rivers, lakes, etc.  He made trees, plants, flowers.  He was sure al these things were very good.


Each time the Manufacturer created some thing, He inspected the made project and ensured that it was good.


Each time the Make was good.  Then the Mighty Creator made Man and, for the first time, we hear the Creator say,


“IT IS NOT GOOD”.


The Manufacturer said, it is not good for Man to be alone, I will make him a helpmate.  On the Woman making project, he asked the Man called Adam to inspect the project instead of Him, God, the Manufacturer.


Adam, inspected the She project and exclaimed;


“Wow, greatest creation – Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh”.


So the woman project was a very good thing, well appreciated by the Creator and even Adam.


Therefore, I am here to encourage you women leaders that you are right on target!.  You are on course!  You are the latest model – that the Manufacturer made and He saw no need for an improved version as was the case with the man, Adam.  


Therefore, take heart, Sisters you are the latest model and you are performing well beyond expectation in helping mankind and humankind in many areas of human life endeavours.


I say Women have, and are working beyond expectation because we are created to Help-mates but in most cases we work without the people specifically created for us to help.  Many have absconded their responsibilities.  That is why women have ended up with body breaking heavy workloads.  In addition, women continue with too many multiple roles.


As women, we need to contribute to guiding humankind to the Manufacturers intent, that men lead in quality and quantity work so we can be truly be helpmates and ending up doing most of the work.  One way is to rear and train children, both boys and girls to follow the Manufacturers guide and instructions.


With other women, I have had the honour and privilege of representing, advocating and working with and, for women in several areas including the Peace process.


In 1994, I was among the Ten (10) women selected and, sponsored by UNIFEM to visit Rwanda soon after the genocide.  The purpose of the Mission was to convey solidarity and peace to our sisters in Rwanda.  While in Rwanda, at that time, we were instrumental in the inclusion of Rwandese women in the Rwanda Round-Tables for its recovery.  We also gave encouragement to Rwandese women leaders to intensify their efforts in promoting and implementing peace.


In 1995, I was privileged to lead the delegation of Women to support the peace initiatives by the Burundi and Rwanda Women to the Two (2) countries.  During this visit, we sensed the insecurity build up on the Borders of Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  We were so worried about these developments that we alerted the OAU then, UN and Belgium.  Unfortunately, our alarm was ignored and a year later, the Eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and some of their neighbours erupted.  The results were another blow to humankind, particularly women and children.


Nevertheless, we continued to highlight the Role of Women in Peace through the African Women peace Movements; the African Union Committee on Peace and Development, Federation of African Women Peace Networks (FERFAP), Solidaritedes Femmes, National Women Peace contributions. These are from countries such as Liberia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Somalia, South Africa, Angola, Burundi, Rwanda have been, not only significant, l but cost-effective.


Some of these groups successfully participated in peace negotiations, governance, democratic elections as well as development in general. 


These experiences helped me work with other women in Zambia and other countries on Gender Policies and, on women promotion related issues.  I was part of the lobby and work towards the SADC Gender Declaration by the respective Heads of State, some country level Gender policies and the African Union 50/50 gender balance at the highest level of the institution.


The grand event and satisfaction of my life is UN Resolution 1325, Women, Peace and Security.  UNIFEM requested Five (5) women representing the Continents to brief 2000 members of the United Nations Security Council on the importance of women in all peace processes.  I was among the 5.  You will be happy to know that after the briefing, the members easily saw the importance of women in peace processes.  The UN Resolution 1325  passed in Record time, in about one week from the debate. 


In work on UN Resolution 1325, We were facilitated and assisted by the Government of Namibia who were Chair of the UN Security Council at that time.  The Foreign Minister, Ambassador and the female First Secretary were very helpful in opening the door to this high level UN Organ.  I must say that our main entry point and access to the Namibia Embassy was the female in the Embassy.  I am happy to inform you that she did rise in diplomacy from the Namibian UN Mission in New York, she was promoted to Deputy Ambassador in Washington, D.C. and is now Ambassador of her country to Austria. 

CONCLUSION 


The challenge of UN 1325 now falls on us, men and women, to ensure that our respective Government implement this Resolution.  


Again, thank you very much for your work and contribution to make our world a better place.


Long Live Women,


Viva La Femmes
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