Zambia eyes AU top job

By ANGELA CHISHIMBA and
BE KASUBA MULENGA
VICE-PRESIDENT Rupiab
Banda has appealed to the
Southem African Developaaent
Community (SADC) and the
rest of Africa o swpport
Zambia's candidate for the
position of Chairpersoa of the
African Uaion (AU)
Comaission, Inonge Mbikusila-

Lewanika,

Mr Banda made the appeal in
Lusaka last eveaing when be
launchod the Zambia campaign
for Dr Mbikesita-Lewanika,
who is the country s ambessador
to the United States.

“I wish te make an appoal
for support 10 all our true
fiends in the SADC region as
well a5 in Central, Eastern,
Northern and West Africs,™ Mr
Banda sad

“Zambia strongly believes
that together we can shape the
future of our comtinental
organisation so that it may
better protect African interests
ad Dacllitate cconomic growth
and overall development for
the bcnc_ﬂt of all the African

es.

He said the AU faced many
challenges that colled for the
reinvigoration of the
continental organisation to
¢nable 1t nse to the occasion

The AU needed 0 ke a new
direction in the manmcr it
conducted business in the
changed circumstances.

“1 am convinced that owr
candidate will bring to the
organisation the required

dymamism noeded to revitalise
our continental organisation.”

VICE-PRESIDENT Rupiah Banda yesterday

e said

Mr Banda callked on citizens
to rally behind Govermment 23
it speacheads the campaign

“You arc all wrged 10 12ke
advamiage of every single
opportunity of interaction on
overy singhs focuns to, wikther
regional, continental  or
iaternational, to drive the
campaign that Is about to

in" he ald,

le said southern Alrica has
pever produced a candidate for
the continental top job. It was
against that background tha
Zambio seized the opportuminy
o vie for the post,

And Dr Mbikusita-l cwandia
thanked President Mwanawasa
for finding her worthy (o be
Zambia's candidate for the
po_u'u'mn

“1 pledge not to letl vou
down. | am cager and ready to
seCep! the nomination,” she
sxid.

Earlier Chiell Government
spokespersoa Mike Mulosgoti
annouaded In a statement that
government had nominsted Dy
Mbikausita-Lewanika, as
candidate foe the AU 1op job in
view of the cloctions that takes

3¢ 0 Addis Ataba, [thiopis,
n Janmoary 2008,

“I wrge all Zombion (riends
and wellawishers oo the
continenl amd in  the
wicmational arens o supHort
and actively participate in the
campaign for the candidaivre
of Ambassador Mbikusita.
Lewanika,™ be aaad,

Mre Mulongot, who is also
Minister of Information and
Beoadiastieg Sericcs, favited

introduced Zambia's candidate for the post of

'
!

' Chairpérson of the Afi
ino

vican Union Conimission,

e Mbikusita-Lewanika . In the background

are ministers of Home Affairs Rounie Shikapwasha

and Sylvia Masebo (Locel Government and

Housing.)

all Zasobian smpooriers 10 selre
every opportunity thst might
arise withir the country of
outside to compaige for Dr
Mbikusita-Lewunike.

“A special appenl is addressed
0 the womentolk in Aftica 1o
end their solid sepport 1o our
Zambion caadidate. Let ws all
suppont r Mbikusita-
Lewanha and ensure 1h she
carnics 1ae Jambian Nae In the
AU Commission.™ be sald

The munister said I
MbBakusitu-Levwaniha had been

ANTD ‘|'_.|“I uul‘ N
B '."tf.ih."“ ll'.'l N\ { ;'. e L BN
{UOAL) nhich Wik Lhe

larerunner of thie Al

She has alsc DAt
ihe drating of the Cha
the African ChilMd and «
sCvera! UAL workshe ad’ )
2endet mansircaming

Mr Muloagoti said Iy
Mbikusita-bLewanike 1Y
competently scrved oy »
memtxr of the Afncse |
Commitice on Peace
Developmen

Dr  Mbikusita-Len
served A moembaer
Pachiament Qrom 109)
dortng which rimae S
00 the parlia
COmmItce on foreren «.

SH¢ Was once appoinied as
President Mwasawasa's spec )
envoy to the OAU when th
Prosideal was chakperson ffom
2001 to 2002

Dr  MbiXusita-l ewonikas
20ds 2 Pab) in Early Childbhood
and Lducation-Teacher
Educaor aad o Masters Des
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