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I feel greatly honoured to have been invited to the 52nd National Convention of the Negro Women.   The Council is a great organisation that I respect and appreciate deeply.


Thank you for inviting me.  I applaud and congratulate the organisers of this Convention, the leaders of the National Council of Negro Women and all the members of the organisation.


Allow me to pay my respects to Dr. Dorothy Height, a precious moving history.  Dr. Dorothy Height, how do I describe such a super human being who has had such foresight, vision, courage, dedication and commitment.  She has had extra ordinary boldness and courage to go against injustice and the enemies of humankind.


I had the pleasure of meeting her and working with her through the Church Women United in New York, just a little over Three (3) decades ago.  I can’t possibly forget the day I sat next to her during a lunch meeting at the YWCA in New York in

those days.  I felt like I was sitting next to a heavenly being.


Dr. Height, you have inspired me greatly through your life, work and all your accomplishments.  You have been an uncompromising mentor of the highest standard.  You are amazing.  We thank God for you.  We are blessed that you were given to our planet and this our world.  I will continue to look to you and do my utmost for humankind.  Thank you for passing the torch to my generation.  May the Lord help us to pass it too, to the next generation.


Truly, Dr. Dorothy Height has demonstrated the TWINNING OF 

WOMEN as well as the STRONG PARTNERSHIP by and for women.


Dr. Height has laid the foundation for strong partnership for us African Women, all African Women where ever they may be and no matter how they came to be where they are.  The challenge for us today is to build upon the foundation and leave visible progress when our time comes.

TWINNING–WOMEN AND STRONG PARTNERSHIP


Women have the knack for working, networking and partnerships.  Those with foresight and vision have built bridges for women’s partnership across continents and nations.  Since the 1960s when many African nations became politically independent, partnerships between Africans and African Americans have grown. The 

last Two (2) decades have seen these partnership grow and flourish.


Travel and modern technology have brought us face to face with each other.  These contacts have helped to remove the real and man-made barriers that separated us.  The more we get to know each other and the situations we live in, the more we building stronger partnerships and solidarity.  


We find out that in many ways, we have suffered the same fate in different geographical locations.  We find out that our causes have been related and that we are truly one.  We also find out that our liberation is connected and that united we stand, and divided we fall.  We need to keep in close touch and contact so that we do not ever again get separated.


As I speak today, some African women and some African American women are working together in the United States of America, in Africa and in different parts of the world.  We are building bridges!  We are improving lives! We are re-constructing houses, families, nations and our world.  We are working together on various sectors, topics and issues.  We are making a difference.  However, the challenges before us are still immense.  These call for stronger partnership among us all women of Africa in the continent of Africa in the United States, in the Caribbean’s, in South America and wherever we are found.


Among the pioneers of these partnerships are “the  National Council of Negro Women”.  They are now joined by more women and networks such as the “African/African American Women Unity Caucus which has held Two (2) formal meetings so far but continues to facilitate ongoing interaction and exchanges between and among us.  Many more need to follow and contribute to stronger partnerships.


We have many advantages as African women.  We are generally strong and resilient.  When dangers, hardships, trials arise, we are tough, bold and courageous.  We rise to the challenges as well as to danger.


Secondly, in the sisterhood on the Continent of Africa, in the USA and elsewhere, we have many giants.  The likes of the Rosa Parks, the Dorothy heights, the Wangari Mathari, the Getrude Mongellas, the Ellen Johnson-Sirleafs, the Condolezza Rices, to name just a few.  

In the continent, we boast of a female President, Vice President from 15 years ago, Prime Ministers, Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Finance, etc. The President of the African Parliament is a female.  None or few regions have produced any or some of these.  We can boast of Scientists, Medical Doctors, Educators, Lawyers, Engineers, Economists, Writers, Poets, Religious Leaders, Homemakers, Astronauts and the  Jackies of all Trades.  You name the talent and we have it in the sisterhood.  The sisterhood is rich and has a lot to offer ourselves and the world.


The expertise and resources in the sisterhood need to be forged to strengthen the partnership and networks among ourselves.


The African Union has put us together again.  Let us continue to build the African Union for ourselves and future generations.  

The African Union is calling and on the move, and leading in the 50/50 Gender balance at the highest levels of the Institution.  It has incorporated Civil Society in the structure.  We need to take advantage of these openings and make our contributions.

Let us take advantage of NEPAD and contribute to its growth, expansion and strength.  

Within and through NEPAD, we can contribute to Education, Health women, Development, Youth and Children’s Development, Infrastructure, Trade etc.  There is also room in the exploitation  and utilisation of the vast African Resource for the good of Humankind including all of us in and of Africa.

The Sisterhood in America is endowed with talents, knowledge, skills and expertise that can change the mother continent for the better and the good of the world.  WE NEED NOT WAIT TO BE INVITED.  AFRICA IS OUR HERITAGE AND ALSO OUR RESPONSIBILITY.

Within the African Union and through NEPAD we can become a world power again.  A world power with a human heart because of the experiences we have gone through.


Let us go forth from here in unity and strength and, spread these wherever we go.

Thank you.
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