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Dr. Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika is currently Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to Brussels, Belgium covering the Netherlands, Luxemburg and the European Union.   Before this appointment, she was Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to the United States of America from 2003 to 2010.  She served as Special Envoy for the Zambian President during his term as Chairman of the Organization of African Unity, now African Union.  Dr. Mbikusita-Lewanika served as a Member of Parliament in Zambia from 1991 to 2001.  She is part of the African Women for Peace and Conflict Resolution and the promotion of Women Leadership & Decision Making. Her lifelong passion and commitment are Child and Youth Development. She is Chairperson of YAPYA; Zambia Youth Investment Fund.  She is an Educator/Educationalist, Human Resource Development Consultant, Community Activist, NGO Activist, International Civil Servant, Peace Maker, Evangelist, Politician and Diplomat.
PERSONAL DETAILS

Name: 
Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika, PhD

Address: 
25 Permekereef



3090 Overijse


Brussels, Belgium
Email: 
inongeml@aol.com

Phone numbers: 
32 485 346 214 (Cell phone) 

32 2 345 5649  (Work)

Date of birth: 
10th July 1943.

Gender: 

Female.

Citizenship: 

Zambian. 

Family: 

Two (2) daughters and Six (6) grandchildren.

International Language: English. 

Working Languages: 
French and Kiswahili.

Zambian languages: Silozi, Chilenje, Chinyanja and Chibemba.

Hobbies: Reading, travelling and sports.

TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Academic, training and professional practice:

PhD-(Early Childhood Education-Teacher Educator) 1979, New York University, New York, USA.

MA (Education and Psychology) 1965, California State University, San Luis Obispo California, USA.

BSC (Home Economics and Education) 1964, California State University, San Luis Obispo California, USA.

AA (Associated Arts) 1962, Orange College, Costa Mesa, California, USA.

Professional training:

Certificate (French) 1988, Institute de Francais, Ville-Frenche, France.

Diploma (Peace and Conflict Resolution) 1997, Uppsala University, Sweden.

Certificate (Advanced Leadership Training) 1986, Haggai Institute of Advanced Leadership Training, Singapore.

Major strengths (skills and substantive areas of work)

Leadership and Advocacy
· Strong skills in Political Mobilization at the Global, National and Community levels.
· Advocacy for Social Development, in particular Gender Affairs, Youth and Rural Development. 
· Team-building. 
· Policy Development and Analysis.

      Diplomacy and International development

· High level Bilateral and Multilateral representational skills.
· Conflict Resolution expertise.
· Strong knowledge of International Organizations; Policies and Programmes in particular the United Nations and the African Union.  

 Management policy and Training

· Ability to manage large Public-sector Institutions and special assignments.
· International, National and Community Policy Development Skills. 
· Expertise in Education Policy, Training of Trainers and Training for Leadership.
· Education Programme Planning and Management.

EMPLOYMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT PROFILE

I.  Ambassador
Currently, Ambassador of Zambia to the three Kingdoms of Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg as well as Ambassador to the European Union (EU), the African, Carribean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States, the International Criminal Court (ICC), the Organization of the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and the International Criminal Tribunal (ICT) for the former Yugoslavia.

Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to the United States of America (Washington, DC, 2003 – to June 15, 2010) 

Main responsibilities: 
As the Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to the 
United States of America, the responsibilities initially included eighteen (18) other countries of extra accreditation in South America, the Caribbean and Canada.  Zambia has since opened missions in Canada and Brazil.
As Ambassador for Zambia, one of the major achievements of the tenure was to represent Zambia in the process of qualifying for the Millenium Challenge Account (MCA), run by the Millenium Challenge Corporation, is a bilateral development fund established in 2024 by the Administration of President George Bush.

  Key Achievements
· Developed meaningful relationships with US Policy Makers, Members of Think Tanks, Community leaders, Leading Non-governmental Organizations, for example Corporate Council on Africa and Africare, Academia and other citizens.
· Highlighted key issues, such as debt relief, promotion of peace and a level playing field for Zambia and Africa.
· Outspoken advocate for vulnerable groups in Africa and the World.
· Invited to prestigious places to speak on Zambia and Africa, such as the National Press Club, U.S.A., the Wassach Group, Voice of America, U.S.  Congressional Committees on Foreign Relations, Universities such as Harvard, Boston, Howard, Georgetown, George Washington and others. These interactions have resulted in Americans visiting Zambia as tourists, potential investors and philanthropists.
· Current Dean of the Zambian Diplomatic Corps (the most senior Zambian Ambassador)
· Promoted Zambian government investment policies in Tourism, Mining and Agriculture.
· Facilitated Zambia being added to Southern African Development Community (SADC)/Kellogg Cultural Exchange programme and secured financial assistance for the rural based entrepreneurs to participate.
· Persuaded the Africa Development Foundation to add Zambia to their list of countries of operation.
· Initiated the Friends of Zambia organization which advocates and promotes Zambia in the US and beyond.
· Strengthened links with USAID, one of which has resulted in the Ministry of Education textbook project.
· Enhanced Zambia’s bilateral ties with United States of America.
 II. Ambassador and Special Envoy 

Ambassador and Special Envoy of His Excellency the President of the Republic of Zambia, (Lusaka, Zambia 2002)

Main responsibilities: 
In this position I was appointed as the Roving Ambassador 
to the Africa Union for the President of Zambia, who was then Chairman of the Organization of African Unity (OAU)

 Key achievements  

· Contributed to the smooth transition from the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to the African Union (AU).
· The Special Envoy position enabled Zambia to solidify its commitment to the African Union at the early and formative stage.
· Participated in the preparation for the establishment of the African Union with key stakeholders and organizations.
· Collaborated with OAU, the United Nations and Member States.

· Chaired and participated in sub-regional workshops. 
· Contributed to African Millennium hearing that became part of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).
· Packaged the concept and idea of AU/NEPAD to make it relevant to a cross-section of Africans, and developed systems of dissemination.
· Panelist – at various discussions at the United Nations.

III. Member of the Zambian Parliament (Lusaka, Zambia 1991-2001)

Main responsibilities: 
Constituency representation and National policy 


development and legislative oversight. 

Key achievements:

National

· Served on several Committees including Foreign Affairs, Education, Science and Vocational Training, Women, Youth and Child Development and Legislative Legislation.
· Selected to Chair Special Parliamentary Committee to review Conditions of Service for Members of Parliament.
· Founding Chair of Zambia Women All-party Parliamentary Caucus and the Zambia All-party Parliamentarians for Population and Development. 

Constituency

Spearheaded the following:

· Women Micro-credit Associations
· Youth Entrepreneur Programmes and Resource Centres.
· Child Welfare and Education Programmes.
· Facilitated the participation in international fora and Exchanges of a cross-section of Rural Zambians.  
· Established rural community resource centres.

Regional

· Member of Eminent African Women’s Committee on Peace and Development, an Advisory body to the OAU/AU.
· Selected as Vice-Chair of Eastern and Southern African Women Parliamentarians.
· Founding member of Amani Forum: Eastern and Southern African Members of Parliament for Peace and Conflict Resolution.

IV. 
Senior programme Officer and Regional Advisor, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) (Nairobi, Kenya and Abidjan, Cote D’Ivoire 1980-1991)

Main responsibilities: 
Policy, Programme Development advisor to forty-two (42) 
African Governments and UNICEF Country Offices on Child Welfare and Development and Women Empowerment.
                 Key achievements:

· Developed and promoted Child and Youth Polices 
· Contributed to the Awareness of Child Welfare and Development in Africa.
· Raised awareness of the importance of children to national development.
· Made significant inputs into Child Development and Teacher Training Curricula.
· Instrumental in the Establishment of Professional Training and Certification for Childcare givers and early Childhood Personnel.
· Enhanced the status of African Early Childhood Experts, Scholars and Researchers.
· As a member of the African Network for the Prevention of Child Abuse Network (ANPCAN), supported the formulation of OAU/AU Charter on the African child.

V. Teaching Experience

  
Experienced teacher at all levels of education from pre-school, primary, secondary, college and university levels.
1) University of Zambia (1972 to 1980)

Lecturer of: 

· Education, Child Development and Psychology

· Teacher education and training

· Curriculum development

2) Mongu Teachers’ Training College (1970 and 1972)

Lecturer of:

· Education foundation

· Child Development and Psychology

· Teacher training methodology and demonstration

3) Evelyn Hone College, Lusaka (1965 to 1968)

Lecturer of:

· Home economics

· Education and Child Development

· Home management 

4)  
Guest Professor at the following Universities:
· Harvard University, U.S.A. (1994/1995)

· New York University, U.S.A. (1975)

From 1980-1987, gave lectures in the following universities:
· Makerere University, Uganda. Africa. 

· Dar-es Salaam, Tanzania

· University of Botswana

· University of Lesotho

· University of Swaziland

· Kenyatta University College, Kenya

· Nairobi University, Kenya

VI. 
Political and Civic Activist  

           Main focus: As a Politician and Civic Activist have focused on Democratic Development, Social Justice and Good Governance in Zambia, Africa and the World.  I have also contributed to development of a good corporate culture in Zambia and in this regard served on a number of boards. 

Key achievements:

· Contributed to multi party politics in Zambia which resulted in the abolishing of the one Party State. Subsequently, I was a founding member of the Movement for Multi Party Democracy (MMD) and its first national executive committee.
· First woman to head a major political party (National Party) in Africa in 1993.
· Presidential candidate, under the Agenda for Zambia in 2001. 
· Was a candidate for the Chair of the African Union Commission in 2008.
· Appointed Chancellor of the Women’s University in Africa in February 2010.
· Served several national boards and international boards including:
· International Youth Foundation.
· Nike Foundation.
· Friends of Zambia.
· World Association of Girl Guides and Scouts (WAGGS)
· University Women Association in Zambia and Kenya.
· Childcare and Adoption Society of Zambia.
· Zambia Preschool Association.
· Child Welfare Association in Kenya (life member).
· YWCA.
· Association for the Network for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children in Kenya.
· Association for Teachers Education in Africa.
 International Delegations and Interventions

· 2002 – Observer Mission – Head and Leader of Delegation, Electoral Institute of Southern Africa (EISA)  Observer Mission of ninety-six (96) Southern African Academicians,  Researchers and Members of Civil Society to Zimbabwe Presidential, Mayoral and Civic Elections.
· 2000 – Led the Federation of African Women Peace Networks to the Hague Appeal for Peace.  At this conference, presented the torch to the Eastern European delegation on behalf of African Women, as a symbol of peace for their region.
· 2000 – Selected to represent Africa among five women from various continents to brief the United Nations Security Council on the importance of involving women in peace processes.  Out of this briefing came the United Nations Resolution 1325 (2000); Women Peace and Security.
· 1999 – Participated in the African Peace Movements Conference in collaboration with the United Nations Headquarters in New York and UNESCO.  The conference came up with the Zanzibar Declaration in which the African Women stressed the importance of peaceful resolution of conflicts with emphasis on dialogue. The result strengthens the stance of the AU in Peace-building and resolution of conflict.
· 1999 – Member of OAU Observer mission to the Nigerian Parliamentary and Presidential elections.
· 1997 - Participated in the International Peace Conference in the Horn of Africa with the President of Ireland, Mary Robinson.  The result was the Amani Forum; Parliamentarians for Peace and Conflict Resolution.
· 1995 – Led follow-up mission to Rwanda and Burundi to access the impact of genocide on women.
· 1994 - Among ten women selected by United Nations Development Fund for Women by (UNIFEM) to participate in a solidarity peace mission to Rwanda soon after the genocide. 
Publications and Awards 
1) 
Let us Read (Zambia Educational Publishing Company, 1979), A children’s 
book.

2) 
Let Us Write (Zambia Educational Publishing Company, 1979), A children’s 
book.

3) 
Manual for Early Childhood Educators (Kenya Institute of Education, 1982).

4) 
Watoto Wa Africa-Eastern and Southern Africa Regional magazine (UNICEF 
Regional Office for Eastern & Southern Africa, 1980 to 1987). 

5) 
Co-author to “Woman Power in Politics”-published by the Zambia Women 
Writers Association and National Women’s Lobby Group 1998.

Recent Key Note Addresses and Papers 

Key note addresses

2007
The uniqueness and importance of the AU and New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), Model African Union Howard University Washington DC, USA. 
2006
The role of the African Union and NEPAD in the political and economic renaissance of Africa and Africans, Model African Union Howard University Washington DC, USA and Georgia Southern University Savanna Georgia, USA.
2005
The African Women in NEPAD and the African Union, International Week, Jackson State University, Jackson Mississippi, USA.

Papers

2004
The New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) – the National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA) - Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
2003
Gender Responsive Economic Policies & Poverty Frameworks – United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Ministerial Round-Table on Economics and Rights – United Nations, New York, U.S.A.
2003
Civil society participation in the NEPAD – The Africa Day Seminar, the African Union and its Initiative on NEPAD – Africa Day by African Ambassadors’ Group, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
2003
Congressional Briefing – Gender Equality and Economic Growth (InterAction) – Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
2003
“Who Will Save the Children of Africa,” – 4th Annual African Women’s & Children’s Health Symposium, World Bank Group – Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
2003
Gender Equality and Millennium Development Goals – World Bank Group – Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
2003
Partnerships – Making a Difference for Children Affected by HIV/AIDS in Zambia, World AIDS Day, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
At the end of her tenure as Ambassador to the United States, the awards and citations listed below were given to her:

2010
March – Citation given by the State of Oklahoma
2010
March – Beyond the Boundaries Award from IECAAC (The Inland 


Empire Concerned African American Churches) for continued effort to 

seek innovative approaches to address complex problems 

2010
March – Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of dedication and 


unwavering commitment to helping limit the suffering of children and 

families around the world – especially in Zambia – who are 



impacted by HIV and for support and outstanding contributions to the 

Children’s AIDS Fund
2010
March - Certificate from the County of Los Angeles in recognition of 

dedicated service to Zambia and to the Zambian-American community in 

Southern California

2010
March – Certificate of Special Recognition in appreciation for 


contributions to the Los Angeles-Lusaka Sister City Committee from 

Member of Congress, Maxine Waters, 35th District, California

2010
March – Certificate of Recognition from California Legislature Assembly 

Constituents of the 48th Assembly District for tireless efforts to promote 

peace and to provide insightful leadership at home and abroad.
2010
March – Certificate of Recognition – State of California Senate for the 

great humanitarian efforts and unwavering commitment as the 


Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to the United States of America.
2010
March - Award of Excellence from the African American Unity Caucus 

Women’s Committee (AAUC) in recognition of outstanding leadership 

and exemplary dedication and true friendship

2010
March – Award in Special Recognition of contributions to Los Angeles-

Lusaka Sister City Committee and international peace and world 


harmony

2010
March – Certificate of Appreciation from NAACP San Bernardino 


Chapter - for Commitment to the Citizens of San Bernardino, California

Awards

2010
February – Certificate of Appreciation – Howard University African 


Business Club

2009
October – Eugene J. Keogh Award


For Distinguished Public Service

2009
May - Motherhood Recognition – Gospel Drum Studio and I Go Ministries – 
Honoring Mothers of Excellence

2009
May - Greater Mount NEBO Women’s Ministries Recognition

2009 
April - Nike Foundation Hero You have improved Girls’ Lives Today, Ending 
Poverty Tomorrow

2009
April - African Woman of the Decade – Howard University and Women 
Ambassador’s Foundation

2009
Honorary Doctor of Laws for Leadership as a Champion for peace and 
women’s and children’s rights by the California Polytechnic State University

2008
World Aids Day Hope Global Award World Vision International Trust
2007
Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award, New York University, New York, USA. 

2006
Ambassador of the Year Award, Howard University and the Women Ambassadors Foundation, Washington DC, USA.

2006
Athena International Award for leadership and improving the lives of others, Chicago, Illinois, USA.

2005   
Hall of Fame, Orange Coast College Alumni, Costa Mesa, California, USA.

2003 
 Human Rights Leadership Award, Freedom Magazine, Washington DC,   

 USA.
1994
African Womanhood Award for promoting African women and being a 


mentor and role model
1990
Outstanding Service to the Children of the World United Nations Children Education Fund (UNICEF). New York, U.S.A.
1989
Outstanding Achievement in Leadership Training, Haggai Institute International Faculty, Singapore.
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