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Mr. Dan Mozena, Director Southern African Desk in the Africa Bureau, Department of State,

Your Excellencies, Ambassadors and Heads of Mission,

Invited Guests,

Ladies and gentlemen

It is a great honour and privilege to welcome you to this year’s celebration of Zambia’s Forty-Second (42nd) Independence Anniversary.

I am also honoured to welcome you to the residence of the Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia.  We are delighted to have all of you with us, Representatives from the US Government, Excellencies and fellow diplomats, our partners, the Friends of Zambia and we consider you all our friends.

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Forty two years ago on this day we hoisted the Zambian flag to replace the Union jack to symbolize our rise to self-rule and self government. Through this symbolism, the colonial government not only handed over the reigns of powers, but also handed us a challenge in developing our country.

In taking up that challenge and as a reminder to future generations, our founding mothers and fathers incorporated in our flag the African fish eagle as a symbol of Zambia’s ability to sail above the challenges of developing our nation. The founding mothers  and fathers therefore, instituted various measures to uplift our country both politically and economically to the best of their ability, based on the natural resources that the Lord God had blessed our country with.

Our Forty-Two year history, ladies and gentlemen, has therefore been one wrought with internal and external challenges. Our first decade of independence was mostly spent on wars of liberation as we engaged in liberation of Southern Africa, as a frontline State. In the international fora, we were engaged in trying to find our place in the world strewn with cold war politics. 

As we entered the second decade, we encountered, together with the rest of the world, the first oil shocks. Coupled with the fall in commodity prices, Zambia experienced high levels of poverty and underdevelopment. 

Just as we were putting our house in order, we were faced with new challenges brought by the advent of HIV/AIDS, which affected Government’s capability to provide social services. The disease further put a strain on the economy as it impacted the country’s productive age groups. Our ability to fight back was further inhibited by the negative effects of foreign debt and the rapid privatization process that added severe hardships to the lives of the people.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure to announce that, with sound and prudent Economic and Political Policies, we have managed to turn things around. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, since 2002, the Zambian Government under the leadership of His Excellency President Levy Mwanawasa, SC, has performed very well in the area of economic management.  Over the period, the Zambian economy has produced unprecedented levels of growth in all the key sectors.  The Macro Economic Indicators have shown marked improvement.  Inflation has dropped from double-digit figures to about 8 percent this year.  Interest rates too have dropped, making the cost of borrowing more bearable and thus encouraging investment.  The exchange rate of the local currency, the Kwacha, against major international currencies has stabilized and gained strength in recent months.  

Real GDP has posted positive growth above 5 percent, driven mainly by the key sectors of Agriculture, Tourism, Manufacturing and Mining.  Developments in these four priority sectors have consequently had a major boost to other sectors namely, Construction, Transport and Communications, as well as Trade.  The Positive developments in GDP have in turn led to the opening up of new employment opportunities in most sectors of the economy.  GDP per capita has equally increased, indicating that the country is on the right path in its fight against poverty.

Thus, it is the strong belief of the Government that the sacrifices that the Zambian people have made will not be in vain, but sooner than later, the benefits will reach the majority of them. 

Indeed, in the crusade to uplift the living standards of the people, the Government will intensify its efforts through progressive advances in access to education, health care and economic opportunities.  As a Government that cares for its people, and committed to social delivery, focus in the foreseeable future shall be on economically empowering Zambians, especially the Youth, through efforts such as the Zambia Empowerment Fund.  This is a sustainable way of fighting poverty and ensuring the country’s future prosperity.   In this crusade, we will count on the United States of America, as we will on our other Co-operating partners for continued support.  We have achieved high marks in both accomplishing political and economic reforms. We have achieved the highly indebted completion point as prescribed by the IMF; we have reached the millennium compact point; we have held successful multi party elections which has resulted in two former Presidents handing over reigns of power peacefully. And I should add that they both still live in Zambia.  The new Cabinet of Twenty-One (21) has Six (6) women.

In the health sector, the rate of AIDS infections is on a decline from 24% – 16%. Indications are that these figures will go lower in the coming years. Economic growth has been at more than 4% for four years successively. 

In the Education Sector, we have a special programme to encourage girls to remain in school.  USAID is presently supporting our Text Book printing and publication.  There are similar efforts in other fields.

In conclusion I wish to mention that the people of Zambia, have just come out of an election period under which they gave President Mwanawasa, State Counsel, a second and last term of office. The elections were tightly contested among the five Presidential candidates symbolizing the diversity that exists in the country. We however, still remain a united and peaceful country, thus our theme for this year’s independence of “Unity in diversity – pillar of our democracy”. 


In closing, I am delighted to introduce to you a famous gospel group from Zambia, the Ngosa Brothers, young Zambian people who have dedicated themselves to bless and encourage persons infected and affected with HIV/AIDS.  They identify with these people by going from Compound to Compound singing and conveying messages of hope to those who would otherwise be without hope.


They are also a blessing among us and to our friends the Americans as they minister to them in various states.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, again we thank you very much for celebrating our Independence Anniversary with us and we hope you will have an enjoyable evening.

I thank you

PAGE  
2

