STATEMENT BY HER EXCELLENCY DR. INONGE MBIKUSITA – LEWANIKA, AMBASSADOR, ON THE OCCASION OF ZAMBIA’S 43rd INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION: 24TH OCTOBER, 2007, WASHINGTON, D.C.                    

The Guest of Honour, Mr. Matthew Shields from Department of State, 
Your Excellencies, Ambassadors and Heads of Mission, here in Washington D.C,

Members of the diplomatic corps,

All Zambian Nationals here present,

Distinguished invited guests,

May I simply say ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Embassy of the Republic of Zambia on this joyous occasion to celebrate our 43rd independence anniversary.

It is also with gratitude that we wish to remind ourselves that this is also a great occasion to remind ourselves of the great strides that we have made as a nation to forge our common destiny in joy and unity. By God’s grace we have preserved our peace, and have persevered in times of want and strain. 

We probably should not ‘beat our own drums’ on our historical achievements, but it is my privilege and pleasure to inform you all about the direction in which our country under the Movement for Multi-Party Democracy (MMD) government is headed.

Politically, we recently held our fourth successful multiparty elections. In last year’s elections, President Levy Mwanawasa, SC was re-elected to a second and last five-year term.  The country witnessed a peaceful electoral period, both before and after elections.  President Mwanawasa has since made it clear that unlike his predecessors, he will not try to change the constitution in order to run for a third term. As a country, we are confident that such statements will give hope and confidence to Zambians and political observers that our democracy is gaining root.

In the area of governance, the Government’s zero tolerance on corruption continues to be a pillar in realizing good governance.  Our President initiated and continues to champion the crusade against corruption.  It is our belief that if we reduce corruption and build transparency in our society, we will harness the much talked about POTENTIAL and empower the Zambian people. A lot of resources, both material and human, are wasted during any corrupt transaction. The government, therefore, remains committed and focussed on eliminating corruption.  Zero tolerance of corruption is also dictated by conscience and values of our way of life.
Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen,

Economically, Zambia continues to score great successes by attracting investments in various sectors. We have, in the past six years, built investor confidence to a point where we remain as one of Africa’s top private capital investment destinations. According to some estimates, this year alone, Zambia will receive about $1 billion in foreign direct investment. As a result of such investments, the economy has been growing by an average of 5.5%. The revised growth rate for 2006 however, is 6.2% and 7% is predicted for next year.  We hope that in the future we will either sustain this figure or get higher rates of growth.  We are also committed to the economic empowerment of the citizens of Zambia including those in rural areas, the youth, women and, other people in difficult situations.
We are indeed determined to catch up with those other economies that are growing at 10-12%. As President Mwanawasa ably put it recently in his speech to a group of business persons in Seattle, Washington State, “Africa is in a hurry to develop”. You will agree with me that Africa cannot develop on low rates of growth but only on hyper rates of growth.

Our strategy is therefore to ensure that we put all the micro and macro economic elements in order. Government realises that it shall not be in the business of doing business, but creating an enabling environment for various players in the economy. Government will therefore, endeavour to play that traditional role of being a facilitator or referee, rather than a player. We however, expect the various players to have a conscious that will appeal to their social responsibilities as they make their profits so that there is more than a trickle down effect to the people of Zambia.  There is plenty of room for win/win situations in investing in Zambia.  

In line with this year’s theme, “forging a common future anchored on national pride and sustainable development through citizen participation,” to realize our Zambian Dream, there will be need for citizens to participate in all economic and political aspects for us to achieve sustainable development. And this development can only be sustained if there is national pride within the citizens. Government would be erroneously ambitious to expect its citizens to forge a common future and be proud citizens while they live in poverty without a hope in sight.  Therefore, Zambians are also called upon to invest in their country.  Speaking in Washington, D.C. a special call for investment is addressed to Zambians in the USA and other foreign countries.   The time to invest is now!  The environment is well enabled!
It is therefore incumbent upon us as individuals to look at our inner-most conscious and see how we can contribute to the realization of sustainable development in Africa. I believe that all of us gathered here are friends of Africa in general, and Zambia in particular, and therefore duty bound to help our continent.  

Another area of significant progress in Zambia and other African countries is the increased numbers of women in decision-making.  The number of Women in the Zambian Parliament has more than doubled in sixteen (16) years from eight (8) in 1991 to twenty-two (22) in 2001.  There are five (5) Cabinet Ministers out of twenty-one (21).  There are several Deputy Ministers and several Mayors.  Women have  and continue to lead in the following institutions; Clerk of the National Assembly, Auditor General, Anti-corruption Commission, Electoral Reforms, Electoral Commission and the Armed Forces.    The number of Women Ambassadors has increased.  The Government of Zambia is striving to comply with Southern African Development Community (SADC) Gender Declaration as well as the African Union commitment towards 50/50 Gender Balance in decision-making positions.  We are all happy to note that Zambia and our sister countries in Africa are making steady progress towards gender equity.  

Zambia has played a leadership role on the Continent and our President is the current Chair of SADC.  Zambia contributed significantly to the decolonisation of Southern Africa.

Zambia has contributed to peace promotion, peace maintenance and conflict resolution in our region. 

Zambia has sheltered and continue to be home to Refugees from our neighbouring sister countries. 

Zambia was the birth place for SADC and mid-wife to the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA).  Zambia was also the decision point for the establishment of the African Union (AU).

In conclusion, it is a great honour and privilege that I wish to announce that the Government of the Republic of Zambia has put up my name for the candidature of Chair of the African Union Commission. 

The transition from the Organisation of  African Unity (OAU) to African Union (AU) calls for a broad based leadership and experiences with a cross of Africans; male and female, young and old, rural and urban dwellers, Africans in the continent and the Diaspora.  This candidate has personal experience with all these groups.  She has also worked closely with Presidents, Senior Government Officials, Traditional Rulers, Religious Groups, Women and Youth Movements.  She has international exposure and will win friends for Africa around the globe.  This candidate makes an attempt to speak the AU languages; 

-
c’est purqoui j’est esayer de palais, francais, 

-
na jaribu Kusema  Kiswahili

-
shukran

-
Bon nuite – obrigada. 
This candidate is what Africa needs for such a time as this.  This candidate will endeavour to ensure that the mandate of the people, African Presidents, and Heads of State to develop the continent in a hurry is realized as soon as possible.  


Viva l’afrique!

God bless Africa! 

I thank you for your attention.      
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